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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOVIET NAVY

L'Echo d'Alger R. L. Griffe
Alglers, T Oct 1953

Ministerial Autonomy of the Soviet Navy

Although Soviet naval construction suffered a severe setback during World
Wer II, the USSR now reportedly has a total tomnage of permanently armed combat
ships ‘equal to that of Great Britain. This develomment has resulted from
(a) the rapid reconstruction of shipyards, (b) the assistance of many Cerman
technicians from the GDR, and (c) an intense rearmament program characterized by
the recent setting up of an independent Ministry of the Navy (until February
1950, the Soviet Navy was under a Ministry of Armed Foreces). Apparently, the
Soviet Navy has been given a greater role in accordance with the "oceanic"
strategy emphasized again and again by the Soviet leaders. The naval air force
is still part of the Navy, while the three large air commands (strategic bombing,
pursuit, and tactical force) have remained under the Ministry of War.

Reliance on Mines and Submarines

The Soviet Navy, however, will still have to rely mainly on its submarines
and Particularly on the use of mines, much as did the German Navy [Euring World
War I1/. A great variety of mines have been developed, the magnetic and acoustie
types being the most widely used. The mines can be laid by submarines, planes,
or surface vesgsels.

The Navy is estimated to have a minimum of 350 submarines (about 100 of
these are reportedly obsolete) and from 50 to 100 more under construction. Of
the 250 submarine units which have military vaelue, at least 100 are said to be
of the ocean-going class (about 1,50" tons) and 70 to 80 of the medium class
(about 700 tons); the remasinder consists of small "coastal” submarines {about 200 tons).
There are in addition about 20 German submarines , which were part of the Soviet
vwar booty and are much used ag models by the Soviet submaripe builders.

In accordance with the oceanic strategy, the Soviet submarines more recently
put into service have been, almost entirely of the ocean-going class. They are
divided into two types, the "K" anda “"L" submarines, weighing 1,400 and 1,560 tons
respectively. They are said to be a remarkable compromise between the sub-
mersible and the true submarine > and are said to have an operating range of over
7,000 miles (probably through use of the snorkel). Furthermore, the "L" ship re-
portedly does 22 knots when surfaced and 18 knots when submerged. - - .-

Surface Ships (Cruisers and Destroyers )

It appears that the construction of cruisers in particular has been
accelerated in the pagt few years. Five crulsers of the Chapayev class are known
to have been launched in 1950 and 1951. They weigh 10,000 tons, and armed with
tvelve 152-millimeter guns, eight 100-millimeter guns , and twenty-four 37-milli-
meter antiaircraft gus. The Sverdlovelass was produced next; two are in service,
and at least six more reportedly are under comstruction. They weigh 13,000 tons
and are equipped with twelve 152-millimeter guns (not designed for use against
aircraft) ; 8 twelve 100-millimeter antiaireraft guns, tventy-eight 37-millimeter
antiaircraft guns, and ten 533-millimeter torpedo tubes. Fipally, the Soviets
have the obsolete Kirov cruisers weighing 8,500 tons, as well as two former
German cruisers. The latter are very likely stripped of armament, if not
actually condemned.
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As for the Soviet destroyers, their number is no doubt high, yet difficult :
to determine. There are several types now in use, ranging from 1,500 to 2,500

tons in welght. An additional 16 units are said to be under construction; each
unit weighs 2,000 tonms,

and is armed with four 130-millimeter guns and eight
533-millimeter torpedo tubes, Sueed is satd to be an essential characteristic
of the Soviet destroyers, and many of them reportedly have been equipped to
operate as mine layers. .

Naval Air Arm
T Arm

The eésence of the Soviet Nav

¥'s offensive potential lies in i{ts submarines
and naval air arm. The latter, according to an epparently serious estimate, may
new have a total strength of from 2,000 to 3,000 Planes, based in the four mari-
time regions, as follows: the White and Barents Seas (Artic region), the Far
Fast, the Baltic Sea, and the Black Sea. Approximately half of these are pursuit
Planes, while the rest are bombers, torpedo planes, and reconnaissance planes.
Sorte of the pursuilt planes are reportedly also used to drop bombs and torpedoes,
8 possibility strengthened by & Scandinaviap rress item stating that the Ty-12
designed by Tupolev) 1is equipped to launch two 900-kilogram torpedoes.

Reverse Side of the Picture

Imposing as Soviet naval power may seen, the fact
are distributed among the four Principal naval re
distance from one another, without much Possibili
is true that the completion recently of the Volga -Don Canal sdded the last
branch of the watervays connecting the five seas

» and that the smaller naval
vessels are constructed of detachable rarts that can be transported by rail.
Nevertheless, the Soviet Navy is
the seas. Also, the Baltic and Blac}

ments, inssmuch as the Soviets intend to maj
there. .

remains that its forces
gions and thus are at g great
ty of intercommunication. It

The regions where the Soviets might concelvably have the m
their oceanic strategy are the Arctic and Far East, the onl
to the open gea. No doubt, much hag already been accompli
vhich have important naval bases (each base has a three
and coastal), shipyards, repair shops, outlying station
Pole, and improved communications
less, the two regions have a rigor

extensive coastlineg that is ice-free throughou

the Barents Sea, including Murmansk and the for

ost success with
Yy regions with access
shed in these regions,
-Way command: sea, air,
s closer to the North
with the hinterland of the USSR. Neverthe-
ous climate, and the only section of their
t the year is a narrow zone on
mer Finish port of Petsamo.

These factors, coupled with the distance from the large sea routes to be
used by an eventual enemy, are on the whole disadvantageous to the prorosed
oceanic strategy.




